AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 24, 2003

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003-04 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 621

Introduced by Assembly Member Nakanishi

February 19, 2003

An actte-add-Section-901te-the Business-and-Proefessiens-Coede, and
to add Section 1714.12 to the Civil Code, relating to health services.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

AB 621, as amended, Nakanishi—Retired-health-careprofessionals:
speetaHieensurd’hysicians and surgeonsnmunity from liability.

Existinglaw-makes-ne-provisionforthe licensure-ofcertainretired
health-care—prefessionalhe Medical Practice Act provides for the
licensing and regulation of physicians and surgeons by the Medical
Board ofCalifornia. Existing law equiresthe board to waive the license
renewal fee for a physician and surgeon if the sole purpose of license
renewal is to provide voluntary, unpaid services to a public agency,
not-for-profit agency, institution, or corporation that provides medical
services to indigent patients in medically underserved or critical-need
population areas of the state

This bill would-autherize-various-regutatory-beards-and-entities with
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would-alse-exemptthose-health-careprovidsmmpt physicians and
surgeonseceiving a fee waiver under thesepsionsfrom liability for
professional negligence or malpractice or any other civil damages for
any act or omission resulting from the rendering of those services, with
certain exceptions.

Vote: majority. Approprlatlon no. Fiscal committee—yas.
State-mandated local program:-yes
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Secter—004is—added—ts—thePusiness and
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SEG—2—Section 1714.12 is added to the Civil Code, to read:

1714.12. (a) No health care provider eligible fertieensure
license renewgbursuant to Section-94420f the Business and
Professions Code shall be liable for professional negligence or
malpractice or any other civil damages for any act or omission
resulting from the rendering of medical services voluntarily and
without compensation to any person at any free or low-cost

medical clinic located in this state-that-dees-rotaceeptinsurance
payments-and-eftherprovidesedical-servieesfree-ef-eharge to
persens-unabletopay-or-providesmedical-sersdcesforarominal
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fee unless the act or omission of that health care provider was the
result of gross negligence or willful misconduct.

(b) Every person to whom those medical services are provided
shall be fully informed prior to any treatment being performed by
the person providing the services or by the staff of the medical
clinic of the immunity from civil suit provisions of this section and
shall acknowledge that fact in writing on a form approved or
designated by the regulatory board or entity with appropriate
jurisdictional authority.

SEC3—Nereimbursementisrequired-by-thisact-pursuant to
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